UEAPME COMMITTEES’ WORKING PROGRAMME 2011

	UEAPME ECOFIS Committee

	Meetings ECOFIS Committee / Study Group meetings in 2011:

	Thursday, 19 May 2011 (18 May: Brussels Economic Forum)

	Wednesday, 19 October 2011

	Work Program

	I) Economic Policy

	1. Reform of economic governance in the EU and the Euro zone

	2. Macro Economic Dialogue – rebalancing asymmetries within the Euro Zone

	3. State Aid – exit from temporary framework 

	4. Implementation of Industrial policy for a globalised area

	5. Modernisation of the EU public procurement legislative framework

	6. Review of the “Services of General Interest” package – new State aid rules for SGEI

	7. Preparation for review of State aid rules for rescue and restructuring

	8. Preparation form review of State aid rules for regional aid

	II) SME finance

	1. New capital requirements for Banks – CRD IV / Basel III

	2. SEPA end date regulation / SEPA migration / SEPA council 

	3. Preparation of next generation of programmes (SME finance and Innovation, Structural Funds)

	4. Co-operation with co-operative banks, saving banks and promotional banks

	III) R&D and Innovation

	1. Implementation on Innovation Union

	2. Preparatory work for  of FP 8

	3. SME Innovation at regional level (co-operation with WG Regional Policy)

	IV) Taxation

	1. Expert group on VAT administration

	2. Legislative proposal on CCCTB

	3. Communication on future VAT strategy

	4. Revision of the energy taxation directive

	V) Study Group

	1. UEAPME SME Business Climate Index

	2. EU Craft and SME Barometer

	3. Think Small First Test

	4. SBA Implementation Scoreboard

	5. Co-operation with DG ENTER and OECD

	6. New possible projects: 
- impact of taxation on SME finance
- survey on entrepreneurship
- survey on skills

	

	UEAPME Cohesion Policy

	Meetings in 2011:

	No meetings are foreseen but the working group will try to function by video conference.

	Work Program

	I) Position papers 

	1. Communication « Innovation in the regions » – Parliament / Committee of the Regions / EESC

	2. 5th cohesion report (DG REGIO) – (open consultation until 31 January 2011)

	3. Rural development (DG AGRI), in the framework of the communication on the Common agricultural programme

	II) Preparation of legislative texts on structural funds and rural funds

	III) Simplification of access to future programmes of structural funds

	IV) Follow-up of legislative work of Parliament and EESC on cohesion policy

	V) Ongoing initiatives with the Committee of the Regions and with the European Commission

	

	UEAPME Social Affairs Committee

	Meetings in 2011:

	between 14th and 18th February

	between 6th and 10th or between 14th and 15th June

	between 10th and 14th October

	Work Program

	I) EU Social Partners Work Programme 2008-2010 (Continuation and prolongation)

	1.   Joint study on “the employment impact of climate change policies” as a follow-up of the EU social partners restructuring initiative

	2.   Joint study on “the implementation of flexicurity and the role of social partners” as a follow-up of the EU social partners restructuring initiative

	3. Joint project on the evaluation of the EU social dialogue  based on the various agreements and joint initiatives since 1991

	4. Negotiation of a the prolongation of the current work programme for the year 2011 after the election of the new ETUC in May 2011 

	II) Pending legislative initiatives:

	1. Revision of the working time directive – 2nd consultation of EU social Partners (reply by end of February 2011)

	2.   Pending procedure on the revision of the maternity leave directive: common

	3. Pending procedure on the non-discrimination directive on goods and services 

	III) New EC initiatives to come:

	A) 1. White Paper on Pensions 

	2. Directive on Posting of workers 

	3. Evaluation/revision of directive on transfer of undertakings

	4. Evaluation/revision of directive on collective dismissals

	5. Evaluation of Directive 2002/14/EC on information and consultation  

	6. EU Social Partners consultation on restructuring and change

	7. Consultation of EUSP on work /life balance on paternity leave 

	B) Heath and safety

	1. New directive on electromagnetic fields (EMF)

	2. New directive on musculoskeletal disorders (MSD)

	3. New directive against environmental tobacco smoke risks

	4. New directive against carcinogens and mutagens risks

	5. Final evaluation of the EU Health and Safety Strategy (2007-2013)  in view of preparing the new Strategy on Health and Safety  at Work (2013-2020)

	IV) Europe 2020 strategy

	1. Implementation of the New skills and Jobs flagship initiatives (new communication on Flexicurity,  evaluation of part time and fixed term contracts directive and their impact on women, review of quality of work policy concept )

	2. Creation of the new Tripartite Social Forum

	3. Implementation of the Industrial Policy flagship initiative: A European framework for restructuring 

	V) Sectoral social dialogue activities for SMEs

	1. Further support to ongoing and new initiatives of UEAPME sectoral members to be better acquainted with EU social dialogue topics 

	Enterprise Policy Committee

	Meetings in 2011:

	last week of January 2011 

	8 November 

	Work Program

	I) Enterprise Policy 

	1. Review of the SBA

	2. Review of the CIP

	3. Single Market Act

	4. Review of the 4th and 7th Company directive

	5. IFRS for SMEs

	6. Follow up consultation on disclosure on non-financial information

	6. Better regulation /Impact Assessments

	7. Follow-up Green Paper on Audit;

	8. Communication and Report on the results of the implementation of the Services Directive and its "mutual evaluation process"

	9. New Policy initiative on Corporate Social Responsibility

	10. Green Paper on a framework initiative on corporate governance

	11. Social Business Initiative

	12. Initiatives on Protecting the Licit Economy: Communication on a comprehensive policy against corruption and Proposal of a new legal framework on the confiscation and recovery of criminal assets, Communication on the Anti-fraud strategy

	13. Review of the Directive on reuse of public sector information 2003/98/EC

	II) External - Trade: 

	1. Internationalisation of SMEs

	2. Proposal reinforcing support to EU SMEs in markets outside the EC 

	3. Communication on Trade and Development

	III) Retail:

	1. Follow-up Retail Monitoring Report

	


	UEAPME Legal Affairs Committee

	Meetings in 2011:

	• 11 May 2011 

	• 30 November 2011 

	Work Program

	1. Legal instrument on European Contract Law

	2. Proposal for a Directive on Consumer Rights

	3. Review of the Market Abuse Directive (Carry-over 2010)

	4. Legislative proposal on collective rights management

	5. Follow-up to the consultation on Collective Redress

	6. Legislative proposal on Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) in the EU

	7. Regulation on improving the efficiency of the enforcement of judgments in the European Union: cross-border debt recovery

	8. A new comprehensive legal framework for the protection of personal data in the EU (Carry-over 2010)

	9. Commission Communication on quantification of harm in antitrust damages actions

	10. Revision of the e-signature Directive following an action plan on e-signatures and e-identification to facilitate the provisionof cross-border public services in the Single Market; Directive 1999/93 of the European Parliament and of the Council on a Community framework for electronic signatures

	11. Consultation of the European social partners on the revision of Council Directive 2001/86/EC of 8 October 2001 supplementing the Statute for a European company with regard to the involvement of employees

	12. Review of Directive 2001/95/EC on general product safety (GPSD)

	13. Communication on Consumer Policy Strategy (2014-2020)

	14. Directive ensuring consistency and effectiveness of Pre-Contractual Disclosures and Sales Rules for Packaged Retail Investment Products (PRIPs)

	15. Revision of the Council Directive 90/314/EEC on Package Travel, Package Holidays and Package Tours

	16. Communication on misleading and comparative advertising Directive

	17. Misleading Directory Companies

	18. Commission Communication on quantification of harm in antitrust damages actions

	19. Council Regulation (EC) No 207/2009 on the Community Trademark (codified version) and Revision of the Trade Mark Directive

	20. Regulation 2157/2001 on the Statue for a European Company

	


	Sustainable Development Committee

	Meetings in 2011:

	24 March 2010 

	6 October 2010

	Work Program

	I) Environment

	1. Continuing monitoring the Revision of Directive 98/8 on Biocides

	2. Monitoring  the revision of the Environmental Compliance Assistance Programme (ECAP)

	3. Publication of the Green paper on Eco-Innovation

	4. Revision of the Environmental Technology Action Plan (ETAP)

	5. Further work on a possible Emission Trading  Scheme for Sox/Nox

	6. Continuing monitoring the revision of the Waste Electric and Electronic Equipment

	7. Monitoring the drafting of the new Environmental Action Plan

	8. Monitoring the implementation of REACH Regulation

	9. Follow up/implementation of Communication on Public Procurement for a Better Environment (Green Public Procurement)

	II) Energy

	1. Monitoring the revision of the Energy Efficiency Action Plan

	2. Monitoring the drafting of the new Directive on energy efficiency and savings

	III) Environment/Energy

	1. Monitoring the drafting of the Flagship initiative "A resource-efficient" Europe (part of Europe 2020 strategy) as well as of the Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe

	2. Adoption of the working programme for "energy-related products" in the framework of the extension of the scope of the Eco-design Directive

	3. Monitoring the setting up of the Low-carbon economy 2050 Roadmap

	4. Monitoring the Action Plan to fight climate change (Follow up of the Copenhagen conference in 2009 and the Cancún Conference in  2010)

	5. Continuing the actions in the area of the impact of Climate Change on Employment in cooperation with the other EU Social Partners


